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AmendiH^^to to Ab Tlalm. 



1 . (Cuirently amended) A melfaod of conferencing comprifling fotming a main conference 
between aplurality of users, providing a user with an option to request a subconfiaaice with a 
subset of other users, fetming a subconference between said user and the subset of other users, 
andirtkastpMti altyremoviq g those usersin the subconference fiom the main conference duripg 
the subsistence of the subconference, whereineachofthe main conference and the subconference 
utilise at least one of apluralityof media t)pM sdectedjfiwm the group consisting of 
and data signals, and further comprising the step of enabling u least one user in the 
subconference to select one or more of said media types seiected fiom said ffoap fer use in the 
subconfereaceJpdepeadentlv of the media ty pes used in tha m ^in n»n/^^, 
Z (cancelled) 

3. (Original) A method of conferencing according to clwm 1, wherein the users in the 
subconference are prevented from contributii^ to the main confsnaice but an; abte to monitor 
communications in the main conference during the subsistence of the subconference. 

4. (Previously presented) A mefiiodofconfercncing according to claim l.^rf^ 

the subconference can activdy or passively participate in tiw main confoence in at least one of 
said media types during the subsistence of the subooofcrcnce. 

5. (cancelled) 

6. (cancelled) 

7. (Previously ipresented) Amcthodof conferencing according to claim J, ^vherem flie 
media types utilised in the main conference include audio and <ht a^ and vrbet&n. the 
subconference utilises data signals. 

8. (Original) A method of conferencing according to claim 1 , wherein the users in the m^iy 
conference are presented with a list of the main conference participants, the option to request a 
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subconference is provided by enabling a user to select participants fiom said list, and wherein a 
subconference list is generated and presented to the users in the subconference. 

9. (Original) A method ofconferencingaccodpding to claina 8, wherein^ 

conference are presented with said subconference list during the subsistence of the 
subconference. 

10. (Original) A method of conferencing according to claim 8, wherein the users in the main 
conference axe not presented with said subconfiBrence list during the subsistence of the 
subconference. 

/ 11. (Original) A method of coiiferencing according to claim l^wh^ein^ main conference 
\ is formed on a conference bridge to which each of the main conference users is connected. 

^ 12. (Original) A method accordii^ of confereitcing to claim 1 1 , wherein the subconference 

users remain coimected to the bridge and the subconference is formed by creating a second 
conference on the bridge simultaneously the main conference. 

13. (Original) A method of coziferencing according to claim 1, wherein the user(s) to whom 
tte request is addressed have the option of accepting or refusing to join tihe subconference, and 
wherein such acceptance or rejection detecmines wiiether or not they remain as part of said 
subset 

14. (Original) A method of conferencing according to claim 1 » ^berein each user in the 
subconference is provided with the opdon to leave the subconference at any time during the 
subsistence of the subconference. 

15. (Original) Amethod of conferencli^accordii^ to clmm 14, wherein users opting to leave 
the subconference are automatically returned to fiiU parCicqiation in the main conference. 

16. (Original) A method of conferencing according to claim 1, wherein users in the 
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subconference are presented vdfh the option ofiequesdng one or mare of the other subconfcraice 
users to join anested subconfereoce wztfaiasaid iaitisd subconference. 

17. (OriginaJ) A method according to claim 1, wherein users in ihe aubconference aie 
presentedwiththeqptioiiofrequeatingoneorinOTeoffteothersubcoofew^ 

initial subcon&rence and form a new subconfeiencc vathout iqoimng Ihe main conference. 

1 8. (Currently amended) A. Gonfixeacing server conqprising: 

i) a main conference list memoiv unit fnr mainfaining p ^^f fhc nactq connected to the 
server as part of a conference, 

ii) main signal processing means for receiving incoming signals of different 

sdtcted 6am video, awfio and data from said users, processing said signals and geoeiating 
^ outgoing signals to said users, 

iii) a main control imit for controlling said main conference list mcm^ 
signal processing means, 

iv) a subconfoence list memory unit for maintaining a list of a subset of said usexs, 

v) subconfeience signal processing means for generating outgoing agnals to said subset of 
users, wherein the signals generated by said subconference signal processing means include 
subconfeience signals which are not included in die signals geaeiated by said main signal 
processing means and sent to users outside said subset and 

vi) a subconference control unit for oontroUiog said subconference list memory unit and said 
subconference signal processing means, said subconference control unit being dynamically 
programmable cause said snboanference signal processing means to generate outgoing signal 
streams containing a user selected combination of media types selected from the incoming 
signals f^om the users subconference. Independen dv of the medi g rvpy« no^.tf tha main 
conference. 

1 9. (Original) A conferencing server according to claim 18 whetetn the main conference list 
menuuy miit and the subconfeience list memoiy imit are logical areas vsid^ 
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unit 



20. (Original) A conferencing server according to claim 1 8 ^neran the functions of "die main 
signal processing means and of the siibconference signal processing means are carried out by the 
same signal processing unit 



21. (cancelled) 

22. ( cancelled) 

23. (cancelled) 



24. (Original) A conferexicing server according to claim 18, wherein said main control unit 
includes means for fiirwarding said list of users in the conference to each of the users. 

25. (Original) A conferencing saver according to claim 18, whocin said subconference 
control unit includes means for forwarding said list of said subset of usos to said subset of users, 
and optionally to all users on the list maintained in the main conference list memory unit 

26. (Original) A conferencing system comprising a conferencing server according to claim 
1 8, a caU server connected to the confisrcncing server, and nieans for connecting 

server. 

27. (Currently amended) A computer program product containing softvvare in machine 
readable form for managing a conference, said software comprising means for generating and 
maintaining a Ust of p^cipants in a main conference^ means for providing a participant with an 
opti on to request a subconf crcnc e with a subset of odier users in said list, me ans for forming a list 
of p ar ti cipant s in a subconference between said participant and the subset of other participanls, 
and means for at least partially removing those partictpaats in the subconference from the mmn 
conference during the subsistence of the subconference, 

ivfaercin said main conference is conducted in a plurality of media including video, audio and 
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data and wherein said means for providing a participant with an option to request a 
subconference inchides means for enabling said participant to select one or more of said media 
fiyr use during said suboanfercnc c. independently of the media types used in the main conference . 

28. (cancelled) 

29. (Currently amended) A computer program product containing software in machine 
readable form for man^gi^g a conference^ said soihvare comprising means for foxnmig a main 
conference between a plurality of users, means for providing a user wiih an optica to request a 
subconferencc with a subset of other users, means for forming a subconference betvv^een said user 
and ^ subset of other users> and means for at least partially jremoying those users in Che 
subconference from the main conference during the subsistmce of the subconference wherein 
said main confeicnoe Is conducted in a plurality of media including yideo, audio and data and 

y / wherein said means fat providing a user with an option to request a subconference includes 

J means for enabling said user to select one or more of said media for use during said 

' subconference^ independently of the media tvpes usgH tti thy pr^^f n conference. 

30. (Cunently amended) A computer pro g r am product containing software in maditne 
readable form for enabling a user at a multimedia terminal to participate in amain conferraice* 
said main conference utilising at least one of a plurality of media types selected from tiie group 
consisting of yideo, audio and data signals, said software comprising means for presenting to said 
user an identification of participants in the main conference, means for wnnHirig the user to 
generate a request for a subconference with one or more other users pardcipatii^ in said 
conference^ and means fo r forwarding said request to a conference server to whidi the terminal is 
connected, and means for enabling the user to select at least one of said media types for use 
during said subconferenc e, independently of the naedia types used in fee main conference. 

31. (cancelled) , 

32. (Currently amended) A terminal for use in a conference utilising at least orv^ of aplurality 
of media types selected from the group consisting of video, audio and data signals, said tominal 
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comprisiog a display unit for displaying a list of conference participants, input means for 
enabling a user to gpnecate a suboonference request with one or mote of the oonferexKe 
participants, and means for forwardir^ Axis request to a conference server, and mraos for 
enabling the user to select at least one of said media types for use during said subconierence^ 
mdependentlv of the media tvoes used in the main conference . 

33. (Original) A terminal according to claim 32 when in the form of a tele^dione handset 



34. (Original) A terminal according to claim 32 when in the form of a multimedia terminal. 
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